
CWC’s Alpine Science Institute and the 

Interdisciplinary Climate Change Expedition 

(ICCE)

A model for Experiential Learning and the 

Best Practices to Make it Fly





 An experiential educator’s nirvana

 An adventure

 Sound research

 A model



Outdoor Education

Skills

High Elevation

Archaeology

Geospatial 

Technologies

Hydrology







"If the mountain 
won't come to 
Muhammad then 
Muhammad must go 
to the mountain."



• Common Ground and Shared Passions

• Complimentary Styles and Skills 

• Sound Science 

• Partnerships

• Innovation

• Vision for the Future



Find your HAPPY PLACE

Common Ground



You cannot force a leadership team, but 

you can 

foster one

Complimentary

Styles and Skills









Shared Passions



Water Quality

Water Quantity

Archaeology

Glacial Ice Depth
Black Carbon

GPS

SOUND   

SCIENCE &

SKILLS









My Role with ICCE and Alpine Science Institute



Dinwoody
Glacier

Trailhead



Uses risk and challenge to teach: 

Leadership 

Natural History

Outdoor Skills

























1935

2016



1. Unique location / Novel 

experience

2. Strong trust and confidence 

between faculty peers

3. Administrative support

4. Pre-expedition skill training

5. Student ownership and 

leadership  

6. Genuine risk and challenge





Best Student Research Paper
Wyoming Assoc. of Professional Archaeologists conference
May 2017























RE: Morgan,  Losey & Trout, Late-Holocene paleoclimate and 

treeline fluctuation in Wyoming’s Wind River Range, USA, 2015





Nelson White III, Best Student Paper
Wyoming Assoc. of Professional Archaeologists conference, 2016





THANK YOU!



CC Researchers on the 

Edge –

A Tool to Teach other 

Faculty 

and Students

A Foundation upon 

which to expand 

Existing Partnerships


